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April 24, 2012
From: DorothyClegg

UnitedAirlines 767 Captain
In supportof Bill #10

I believethatTheHonoluluCity Council hasthe responsibilityto its
citizensandthestateof Hawai’i to passBill #10.By passingthis Bill we
will join therestof thecountiesin ourstatebanningSingle-useplastic
bags.Thiswill makeHawai’i thefirst plasticbagfreestatein the U.S. It
will proveourcommitmentto sustainabilityandto the CleanEnergy
Initiative 2030.It will alsodemonstrateto the nationthatHawai’i
continuesto bea forerunnerin becominga sustainablestate.

Maui, KauaiandmostrecentlyHawai’i Countieshavepassedasimilar
bills/ordinancesto BAN single-useplasticbags.Now is thetime for
HonoluluCountyto join therestof Hawai’i to becomeplasticbagfree.

Mostpeoplearenotawarethataplasticbagis only utilized for an
averageof 15 minutes,buttakesanestimate1000yearsto biodegrade.
MostAmericanswill accruebetween300-400plasticbagsa year,and
only 8%of thosearerecycled.Thinkof how manybagsin
HonoluluCountywe usedaily, notjust theresidentsbut includethe
342,476monthlyvisitors.

Ourdefinition of recyclingplasticbagsin Hawai’i is to shipthemto
eitherCaliforniaorAsia. We shipthesebagsto our islandsto be usedfor
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15 minutes,only to ship8% ofthembackto be recycled.However,this
is merely8% ofall the bagsthatwe consume.Wheredoestheother
92%go? Into ourovercrowdedlandfills? Into ourocean?Do they
actuallymakeit to H-Power?In 2007the EPA acknowledgedthat
despiterecenttighteningof emissionstandardsfor wasteincineration
powerplants,thewaste-to-energyprocessstill “createsignificant
emissions,includingtraceamountsof hazardousair pollutants.”

Onceaplasticbagentersour landfill it photo-degradesinto smaller
particles,thenfinds itsway into ourwater.Ourfish ingeststhese
smallerparticlesthatareknownas“plastic dust”. Plasticdustis
ingestedby filter feedingmarineanimals.Thedustandthebio-toxins,
suchaspolychlorinatedbiphenyls(PCBsJthatthe plasticdust
accumulates,arepassedup the foodchainto fish andhumans.We are
eatingtoxinswhenwe consumefish from ourocean.How do these
toxinsaffectourkeiki, theirbodiesarenot asstrongor developedas
adultsto handlethesepoisons.

Whathappensif theplasticbagsdo notmakeit to our landfill butgoes
straightinto ourocean?Thestudyby C.J. Moore, “A Comparisonof
PlasticandPlanktonin the PacificCentralGyre.” Concludesthatthe
mostidentifiableplasticsfoundin the PacificGyrewerethin films,
otherwiseknown asplasticbags.”Whatarewe doingto ouroceanand
its inhabitants?

By eliminatingthechoiceofplastic,we arereducingourconsumptionof
oil, theprinciplematerialusedin plasticmanufacturing.Thereforewe
arealigningourselveswith the state’sCleanEnergyInitiative to reduce
ouroil consumption70%by 2030.

It hasbeensaidthatpaperbagusagehasincreasedsincethe BANS have
beenimplementedon our neighboringislands.Howeverwhatis not
statedis the overall decreasein single-usebagusage.Thereforepaper
bagnumbersmayhaveincreasedbutwhathasthe totalamountof
single-usebagusagedone?

Althoughpaperbagsarenottruly sustainable,theyarea betterchoice
thanplastic.Paperbagsaremadefrom post-consumermaterial,which
is easierto biodegrade,andarerenewable.Researchhasshownthat



consumersweremorelikely to retaina paperbagthanplastic;therefore
thepaperbagwould be reused.

Sinceoureconomyrelieson tourism,we will beableto capitalizeon
andmarketthefactHawai’i is the first statein the U.S.to beplasticbag
free.Ourtouristscomefrom areasthathavesimilarprogressive
legislationin effect:China,Philippines,Samoa,selectivestatesin
Australia,SouthKorea,mostof the E.U. andselectivecities onthe
continentalUS. Manypeoplearoundthisplanetcarrytheirown bags
now; it hasbecomea habitandatrend.

It is timefor us,thepeopleof Hawai’i to becomeresponsiblestewardsof
theseislandswe call homeandtheoceanthatsurroundsus.Let uspass
onto ourkeiki a betterHawai’i, asustainableHawai’i.

By votingfor Bill #10,youasour leaderswill betaking the first stepin
establishinga legacyoftransformationto createa moresustainable
Hawai’i. With this actyou will implementmethodsthatdo notharmthe
environmentbutimproveit.

I urgeyouto vote YES on Bill #10,makingHawai’i the first statein the
Nationto beplasticbagfree. Thiscouncilhasthepowerto makethis
historic change,andjoin the restof Hawai’i in banningsingle-useplastic
bagsin ourstate.

Hawai’i the 5Ot~~~statebut the 1st statein the Nation to be
plasticbagfree!!

Thankyou,

DorothyM. Clegg
CaptainUnitedAirlines


